
 1 

THANK YOU – THANK YOU – THANK YOU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
North Shore Deaf Children’s Association 

Parent Council for Deaf Education & Aussie Deaf Kids 
are all proud to invite members and guests  

to an evening with  
 

- Andrew Stewart - 
 

"What does your child hear and how can technology help?" 
 

Monday June 19, 2006 
 

7.30pm 
 

Chatswood Public School in the Staff room 
 

Andrew is an expert in the area of technology and hearing impairment. He will demonstrate the 
latest technology such as loop systems and telecommunication options and share his experiences 

as a hearing impaired adult as well as the father of two hearing impaired children. 
 

Refreshments will be served. 
 

Enter via the car park from the Pacific Highway, and walk through the playground towards the 

staff room which is directly in front of you… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TThhee  NNoorrtthh  SShhoorree  DDeeaaff  CChhiillddrreenn''ss  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  

NNeewwsslleetttteerr         

              

The Annual General Meeting was held on  
April 3, 2006. 

 
Thank you to our guest speakers from 

Australian Hearing 
- John Anderson, Denise Macoun and 

Simone Punch - 
for their time and expertise  

in providing us with information about 
the new FM systems  

and upgrade policies for our children. 
 

A big thank you to 
- Donna Trist - 

who always organises the staff room for our 
meetings and never complains about the 

late nights. 
 

 

Thank you to our auditor 
- Frank Moody - 

of F.E. Moody and Co. 
for once again completing the audit for the 
organisation. Frank has done this for many 
years now and we are truly grateful for his 

generosity. 
 

Our generous donors 
- Dr Margaret Burgess, Kate Kennedy, 

Sue Rayner and Sandra Lee - 

 

And finally, thank you to the Deafness Forum 
representative 
- Bill Hick - 

who drives a long way to join us – although 
we know it is really the chocolate brownies 

that keeps him coming back each year! 
 

May 2006 
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2005 President’s Report 
 

 
NSDCA is an active support and advocacy 
group for deaf children and their families. 
Our information evenings provide the 
opportunity for parents to come together to 
share their experiences and learn about 
different aspects of deafness. Every year we 
hold a 3-4 General Meetings covering a 
variety of topics that we believe will be of 
interest to our members and their guests and 
we encourage members to bring their 
children along to events that are relevant to 
the kids. In addition, the Management 
Committee meets to discuss topical issues 
and plan future events and actions. 
Committee meetings are open to all 
members.  
 
Our first meeting in 2005, was the AGM in 
March when Jane Kirwan, Educational 
Psychologist from RIDBC School Support 
Services gave a presentation on “Developing 
resiliency in children who are deaf/hard of 
hearing.” Our children’s life is not always 
easy and they need to learn how to deal with 
the difficult times. Jane spoke about the 
importance of building their confidence and 
self esteem. She pointed out that it is better 
to teach children how to deal with problems 
rather than solve all their troubles for them. 
Thank you Jane for an enjoyable and 
informative meeting.  
 
In June, we hosted a Panel of Young Adults 
who spoke about growing up with a hearing 
loss. This has become an annual event that is 
always popular with parents and children 
alike. Our young guests never fail to inspire 
our kids and arouse the admiration of the 
parents. Many thanks to Susannah Carter, 
John Lui and Patrick Butler for sharing their 
experiences - good and bad. These wonderful 
young people are great role models for our 
children. It was a great night! 
 
In July, some of our families held a picnic in 
Bicentennial Park at Homebush. 
 
Parents and children alike were charmed by 
Cindy-Lu Fitzpatrick at our September  
meeting. Cindy-Lu represented Australia in 
swimming at the Commonwealth Games, The 
Pan Pacific Games and the Deaflympics. She  
competed in the Deaflympics over 20 years 
and was their patron in Melbourne during 

2005. Despite computer problems, which 
rendered her entire presentation inaccessible, 
she inspired and entertained us. Thank you 
Cindy-Lu! Our thanks also go to the Deaf 
Society of NSW for their generous 
sponsorship of this event.  
 
We rounded up the year with our annual 
Christmas Party. As usual, everyone had a 
great time. Many thanks to Ann & Bruce 
Porter for providing the venue and feeding us 
all at extremely short notice. 
 
Information 
In addition to face-to-face parent support, we 
try to keep our members up to date via our 
Newsletter. We provide information about 
new resources for parents and teachers, 
technology, useful web sites and notify 
parents of events that may be of interest. We 
also report changes to services or 
government policies that may affect our 
children, particularly in the area of education 
and hearing services. In some cases, NSDCA 
is directly involved in lobbying to maintain or 
improve services. 
 
In the last 12 months, we reported on the 
Disability Standards for Education that were 
announced on 18 August and Deafness 
Forum’s successful campaign to change the 
eligibility for Carers Allowance to include 
children with moderate hearing loss (45 dB 
or greater hearing impairment in the better 
ear.) We also passed on information from 
Deafness Forum, Australian Caption Centre, 
Deaf Children Australia and Parent Council for 
Deaf Education.  
 
Advocacy 
A significant part of NSDCA’s year was spent 
in behind the scenes advocacy work. At the 
2005 AGM we discussed the importance of 
having parents represent their children's 
needs on committees and boards where 
decisions are made that impact on our 
children’s lives. We have achieved 
considerable progress in this area. 
 
In 2005 NSDCA management committee 
had: 
1 representative on the Ministerial Standing 
Committee on Hearing (MSCoH) 
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2 representatives on the MSCoH Family 
Support Working Party  
2 representatives on the SWISH Parent Pack 
Working Group 
1 representative on the MSCoH Adult Support 
Working Party 
3 representatives at Australian Hearing 
Community Forums  
6 representatives at Deaf Children Australia 
Parent Forum  
2 representatives at Australian Hearing 
Community Consultation meeting re FM’s  
At the end of the year, 2 representatives 
were elected to the management committee 
of Parent Council for Deaf Education  
 
In addition we  
� had 2 visits with Joe Hockey, Federal 

Minister for Human Services. This 
department funds Australian Hearing 
Community Service Obligations, including 
children’s services 

� sent a submission to Australian Hearing 
requesting increased funding to upgrade 
hearing aid and FM technology. (Since 
then, AH has expanded its fully subsidised 
hearing aid range for children and revised 
their policy re cordless FM’s. Changes 
have also been made to the AH 
appointment system and a Hotline for 
complaints has been established. We 
cannot claim these changes are all a 
direct result of our submission but we 
believe it is important that both AH & the 
Minister responsible for AH’s 
administration are aware of parents views 
and our children’s needs). 

� wrote to Carmel Tebbutt the NSW 
Minister for Education & Training voicing 
our concerns about merging the 
Department of Education's Senior 
Education Officers for Vision and Hearing 
into a single position 

� held meetings with the SWISH social 
workers at the Children’s Hospital 
Westmead and the Sydney Children’s 
Hospital at Randwick to discuss parent-
to-parent support for the families of 
newborns who are being identified 
through the newborn screening program 

� participated in a pilot study for NAL, the 
research arm of Australian Hearing, in 
relation to their national longitudinal 
study on outcomes for children who are 
Deaf/hard of hearing  

 

� participated in the study “Parents of Deaf 
Children Seeking  Information & support 
on the Internet: The Australian 
Experience” 

 
As you can see, 2005 was a very busy year 
for the management committee and all this 
on a shoestring budget! Systemic advocacy 
can be hard and time-consuming work.  We 
hope that as Parent Council for Deaf 
Education returns to its role as the peak 
parent body in NSW that they will take up 
many of these issues and NSDCA can go 
back to a position where providing 
information are support are our main 
objectives and advocacy is a less prominent 
part of our service. 
 
At the 2005 AGM, we discussed changing the 
name of our organisation to encourage 
members from further afield. We do need 
new members but the committee feels we 
cannot take on the task of expanding the 
organisation with the current resources. So 
for the time-being we will remain North 
Shore Deaf Children’s Association. And, we 
do heed our auditor’s warning that NSDCA 
cannot survive on membership subscriptions 
alone. One of the challenges of this year will 
be to seek sponsorship so we can continue to 
offer our unique and valuable service beyond 
2006. 
 

Many thanks to 
� The 2005 Committee – Fiona Fairlie, 

Berenice Ferguson, Kate Kennedy, Nicola 
Moulden, Amanda Palmer, Ann Porter and 
Priscilla Watts Clarry. Sandra Lee and 
Helen Steinke resigned at the end of 
2005. 

� Our generous donors. 
� Chatswood Public School for providing the 

venue for our General Meetings. 
� Kate Kennedy and Gary Loffhagen for 

generously providing their home as a 
venue for our committee meetings. 

 
Special thanks to Frank Moody (F.E. 

Moody &Co.), our honorary auditor for 
once again providing us with his time 
and expertise and Donna Trist for her 
continued support. 

 
Sue Rayner – President 
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North Shore Deaf Children's Association 

    

2005 Income and Expenditure Statement 
    

Income 2005 2004 2003 
Donations $75.00 $200.00 $102.00 

Interest received $0.09 $0.12 $0.14 

Members' subscriptions $510.00 $530.00 $495.00 

Raffle $78.00   

    

Total income $663.09 $730.12 $597.14 

    

Expenses    

Bank fees and charges $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Filing fees $41.00 $58.00 $39.00 

Insurance $586.81 $560.00 $550.77 

Postage $102.00 $150.00 $257.50 

Subscriptions $88.00 $82.50 $82.50 

General expenses $140.00 $23.50 $40.00 

    

Total expenses $957.81 $874.00 $969.77 

    

    

Profit (loss) from ordinary activities before tax -$294.72 -$144.29 -$372.63 

Income tax revenue relating to ordinary activities $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Net profit (loss) attributable to the association -$294.72 -$144.29 -$372.63 

Total changes in equity of the association -$294.72 -$144.29 -$372.63 

    

Opening retained profits $1,922.79 $2,067.08 $2,439.71 

Net profit (loss) attributable to the association -$294.72 -$144.29 -$372.63 

Closing retained profits $1,628.07 $1,922.79 $2,067.08 

    

 
Dates for your diary 

 
Monday June 19 – General meeting 
 
Monday August 7 – Committee meeting 
 
Monday September 11 – General meeting – topic to be confirmed 
 
Monday November 6 – Committee meeting 
 
Saturday December 2 – Christmas Party!                                           
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Meet your new committee 

 
Mandy Palmer - President 
Mandy has 2 sons, aged 15 and 11. Her 
youngest son was diagnosed as profoundly 
deaf at 6 weeks and has had a cochlear 
implant since 2 and wears a hearing aid in 
his non- implanted ear. He is in Year 6 and 
has been fully integrated at his local school 
since Kindergarten. Mandy is a teacher and 
has been a member of NSDCA and a 
committee member for 11 years. 
 
Nicola Moulden – Vice-president 
Nicola has been involved with NSDCA for 8 
years.  She has three children: the youngest 
two were diagnosed with moderate hearing 
loss at an early age. They wear hearing aids 
and attend mainstream schools. 
 
Fiona Fairlie - Treasurer 
Fiona and Charles Fairlie have been members 
of NSDCA since 2000 when their son was 
diagnosed with a severe to profound hearing 
loss as an 8 month old baby.  He attended 
The Shepherd Centre and RIDBC for 5 years 
and graduated last year.  He is attending 
main stream school and is in Kindergarten.  
Fiona and Charles also have a 2 y.o. 
daughter who is hearing.  Fiona is our new 
Treasurer, moving on from the role of Vice 
President which she had last year. 
 
Priscilla Watts Clarry - Secretary 
Priscilla, a primary schoolteacher, has been 
secretary of NSDCA since 2001, and has two 
profoundly deaf primary schoolchildren, aged 
9 and 7.  Both were diagnosed soon after 
birth, and were fitted with hearing aids.  
They both received cochlear implants at the 
age of one, and attended Chatswood 
Shepherd Centre, Rocky Woofit pre-school, 
and the hearing support unit at Chatswood 
Public School.  They are now integrated, with 
itinerant support, into their local primary 
school.  
 
Ann Porter – Newsletter 
Ann has three daughters. Her youngest 
daughter has an acquired hearing loss. She 
wears a hearing aid and is in a Year 11 in a 
mainstream school. Ann started Aussie Deaf 
Kids and has been a member of NSDCA since 
her daughter lost her hearing in 1996.  

 
 
Berenice Ferguson – Committee member 
Berenice has one son, aged 2. He was 
diagnosed with a moderate bilateral loss 
through the SWISH program. He wears 
hearing aids. He attends early intervention 
through RIDBC. Berenice is a psychologist, 
specialising in children, adolescents and 
families. She has been a member of NSDCA 
for 2 years. 
 
Kate Kennedy – Committee member 
Kate Kennedy has been a member of NSDCA 
for 6 years. She has 3 children, twin boys 
aged 11 years, and a daughter who is 9. Her 
daughter and one of her sons have a hearing 
loss. 
Both wear hearing aids and attend 
mainstream schooling. Kate says “I feel 
strongly about being an informed advocate 
for my kids and I have found this 
organisation to be a great source of 
information, support and friendship. NSCDA 
has helped me to help my kids – there is 
nothing like parent support – it has made all 
the difference.” 
 
Sue Rayner - Committee member 

Sue is the parent of 18 year old in Year 12 in 
mainstream high school. He has a severe to 
profound hearing loss and wears hearing 
aids. Sue has been a committee member of 
NSDCA since 1995. Sue has represented 
parents on a number of committees and is 
currently the parent representative on the 
Ministerial Standing Committee on Hearing 
and the Chair of the Family Support Working 
Group Sub-Committee. 
 
Frankie Tait - Committee member 
Frankie is a special education teacher with 
7year old fraternal twins. Her son has a 
profound hearing loss in both ears and was 
implanted in 2001 when he was 2 years old. 
Her daughter also had a profound bilateral 
hearing loss but regained her hearing (within 
normal limits) after approximately 12 
months. Frankie’s son is in a mainstream 
school and receives itinerant support. He 
currently uses the Esprit 3G and compatible 
FM systems. 
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News in brief 
 
New CEO for Deafness Forum 
Nicole Lawder has been appointed to the 
position of CEO of Deafness Forum following 
the retirement of Brian Rope. We look 
forward to meeting Nicole and discussing the 
issues that are important to parents with her 
and wish Brian all the best in his retirement. 
 
Volume limit software for iPods® 
Apple® has announces a software update for 
the iPod® nano and fifth generation iPod®, 
allowing customers to easily set their own 
personal maximum volume limit. 
The software update also gives parents the 
ability to set a maximum volume limit on 
their child’s iPod and lock it with a 
combination lock. 
 
The new software update 1.1.1 is available as 
a free download for the iPod nano and the 
fifth generation iPod from 
www.apple.com.au/ipod/download. For 
further information on safe listening with 
iPod, visit www.apple.com.au/sound. 
(Deafness Forum Newsletter No.49, May 
2006) 
 
New fire alarm legislation  
From 1 May 2006, all NSW residents must 
have at least one working smoke alarm 
installed on each level of their home. 
 
The NSW Fire Brigade report:- 
“Children, the physically impaired, the elderly 
and others not prepared are most at risk of 
death or serious injury in house fires. The 
key to reducing the risk of fire occurring in 
your home and to surviving a house fire is 
being prepared.” 
 
The NSW Fire Brigades has created a page 
that you can print, draw your escape plan on 
and, when complete, place somewhere 
prominent in your household for all the 
family to remember (for example, on your 
fridge). It is available at  
http://www.fire.nsw.gov.au/community/atho
me/escapeplans/index.php  
 
 
 

 

 

 
Deaf Children Australia Youth Grants 
The Youth Grants are open to all residents of 
Australia who are deaf or hearing impaired 
and aged between 15 to 21. These grants 
were established to ensure that deaf and 
hearing impaired young people have an 
opportunity to achieve their dreams in 
personal development, deaf culture & 
community, leadership challenges and 
education. 
Closing date for applications is Thursday 25th 
May at 5pm. 
 
For more information go to 
http://www.deafchildrenaustralia.org.au/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

North Shore Deaf Children’s Association 
 

SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
 
Complete the following form and send to:- 
North Shore Deaf Children’s Association 
PO Box 533 Chatswood 2057 
 
Name…………………………………………………………… 
 
Address………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………Postcode…………… 
 
Telephone……………………………………………………. 
 
Child’s name……………………………………………… 
 
Child’s Preschool/school/tertiary education 
 
……………………………………………………………………… 
 
Child’s date of birth……………………………………… 
 
Child’s hearing loss……………………………………… 
 
Hearing aid user……………………………….Yes/No 
 
Cochlear implant user…………………….. Yes/No 
 
Signing…………………………………………….. Yes/No 
 
Please find enclosed my payment of $20 
being the annual subscription fee to the 
North Shore Deaf Children’s Association 
Incorporated for 2006. 
 
OPTIONAL SECTION 
My donation of ………………………is enclosed. 
(All donations over $2 are tax deductible.) 
ABN 44 864 015 500 
 

LATE NEWS 
Setting Directions 2006 – May 27, 2006 
This free seminar will provide essential information about 
university education options for prospective students 
with disabilities.  
For further information contact Liz Claridge 
Phone 02 9385 6768   Email: e.claridge@unsw.edu.au 


